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John “Jack” Murphy
Supervisor, Worth Township

SPOTLIGHT ON YOUTH

The Peer Jury of Worth Township, a group of seventeen
teens who are presented details of local youth crime and then decide
the consequences for those crimes,  continues to recruit and train
outstanding youth members.  Our local high schools, such as
Shepard, Brother Rice, Eisenhower, Richards, Marist, Mother
McAuley and others, have provided student candidates to fill Peer
Jury membership for the past eight years.

Two such students are Amanda Lehmann, a recent winner
of the Cook County Sheriff’s Youth Service Medal of Honor Award,
and Elizabeth Betsanes, recently highlighted in the Daily Southtown
for her excellent service outside the world of athletics.

Amanda, a Marist High School student,
has been a Peer Juror since September, 2006. She
excels in this leadership position and is a role
model for new members.  Amanda also contributes
hundreds of additional hours of community
service, including Advocate Christ Medical
Center.  Amanda will attend Monmouth College
in the fall.

Elizabeth comes to us from Richards
High School, and has been a member of the Peer
Jury since May, 2004.  Elizabeth not only excels
in her Peer Jury role, but is a leader in various
clubs and activities at Richards.  An outstanding
youth, Elizabeth is still deciding about her college
choice for this fall.

These two girls are perfect examples of
the dedicated youth who serve as members of the Worth Township
Peer Jury.  All fifteen remaining members display the strong
character traits and dedication to their schools, community and
family, as do Amanda and Elizabeth.  All exemplify the history of
past members, and, we are confident, of future Peer Jurors.

I am often asked “What is a Township?”  The township
form of government is one of the oldest in this country.
Worth Township was established in 1849 with the first
Town Meeting held in Blue Island on April 2, 1850.
Townships are units of local government, independent of
municipality/city/village governments. Townships focus
on human services, while municipalities deliver such
services as police, fire, streets, sewer/water, building and
zoning and many other valuable services. A few of the
“human” services we offer are highlighted in this
newsletter. Your attention is called to the outstanding
young women featured in our “Spotlight on Youth”, as well
as to the S.T.E.P. program, our Anger Management
program, the Summer Camp program and the assistance
provided by the Assessor’s office in appealing your real
estate taxes. One program that we are especially proud of
is our 29th year sponsoring the Lenon Wisdom Memorial
Spelling Bee. Everyone is invited to attend, support and
cheer on these exceptional young people. Hope to see you
here on April 18th. Just in case our seniors think we have
forgotten them, we have recently completed the second
phase of our newly created outdoor senior sanctuary.
Come read a good book, have a cup of coffee (provided by
our Senior Room staff) or just enjoy a quiet moment.  Our
new addition houses a full size gym and serves as the site
for many township programs and activities.  We like to
think that township form of government compliments and
enhances those services provided by our local
municipality/city/village.  Thanks to all!

Congratulations To Richard’s High School Class 4A
Boys Basketball State Champs



   Calendar of Events
April 2008 - July 2008

April 2008

May 2008
Thurs 8 Pixie School Graduation - AM and PM Classes 10:00 AM
Thrus 15 Anger Management Session Nine Begins 7:00 PM

 Classes End on June 5
Mon 26 CLOSED - Memorial Day
Thurs 29 Town Board Meeting
Fri 30 Summer Camp Registration Ends

Visit us on the Web at worthtownship.com
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Tues 1 Tax Appeals Continue in Assessor John Z. Toscas’  Office
Summer Camp Registration Begins, Ends May 30

Tues 8 Annual Town Meeting, 8:00 PM
Fri 18 29th Annual Lenon Wisdom Memorial Spelling Bee, 6:00 PM
Thurs 24 Town Board Meeting, 7:30 PM
Mon 28 Final Day for Tax Appeal in Assessor John Z. Toscas’ Office

S.T.E.P. Classes Begin, Ends on June 9, 6:00 - 8:00 PM

June 2008

Entrance Guide to Township Offices
MAIN ENTRANCE:
116th Place, South Door:
Reception/Supervisor/General Assistance/Clerk/Mini-Bus/Senior Rooms
East Parking lot Door:
Clinic/New Gym/Old Gym
11601 S. Pulaski Road Door:
Assessor/Board Room;
Handicapped access to 2nd floor Youth Commission, Youth Service Bureau,
Finance

Mon 2 Summer Camp, Late Registration Begins
Fri 13 Summer Camp, End of Late Registration
Thurs 19 Summer Camp - Meet and Greet the Staff
Mon 23 Day Camp Begins, Ends August 1
Tues 24 Kiddie Camp and Tween Camp Begin, Ends July 31
Fri 27 Town Board Meeting, 7:30 PM

The Worth Township Fair Housing Review Board, which
consists of three members appointed by the Board of
Trustees, meets to discuss issues that pertain to the Fair
Housing Ordinance as well as to review and update policy
as needed.  The Board is charged with conducting hearings
and adjudicating all complaints filed with the Township
which allege a violation of the Fair Housing Ordinance. The
Board, which has the power to make determinations and
issue fines, is responsible for preventing discriminatory
acts and unlawful housing practices within the Township.

Fair Housing Review Board Helps Prevent
Discrimination

Anger Management Workshop - Session 9

FIRST SESSION WILL BE HELD ON
May 15, 2008 FOR BOTH TEENS AND ADULTS

FROM 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
       Thereafter, on  May 22, May 29, June 5 and June 12

Teens meet :  5:00 PM  - 7:00 PM
                       Adults meet :   7:00  PM  - 9:00 PM

Anger Management Workshop - Session 10

FIRST SESSION WILL BE HELD ON
July 10, 2008 FOR BOTH TEENS AND ADULTS

FROM 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
       Thereafter, on  July 17, July 24, July 31 and August 7

Teens meet :  5:00 PM  - 7:00 PM
  Adults meet :   7:00  PM  - 9:00 PM

Location ~ Worth Township
Fee:  $65 Township Resident  ~ $85 Non-Resident

(Fee includes Textbook)
Class is limited to the first 10 paid participants in

each age group.

Professionals have tried to define Anger in many different ways.
Broken down into its simplest form, Anger is emotion, often times
stimulated by feelings that one has been taken advantage of,
and that he/she should seek revenge, oftentimes with aggressive
behavior.  Most of us manage our Anger, and those feelings for
revenge, most effectively.  For others, Anger Management is a
daily struggle that impacts one or more aspects of our lives.

This Anger Management Workshop seeks to:
*Explore the biological and emotional aspects of Anger
*Identify the individual issues that cause a negative impulse in
our daily lives
*Be honest with the different levels and degrees of violence
within our Anger
*Identify the trigger points of our Anger and consider the
consequences of our action before we act
*Develop a personal Anger Management Plan and follow through
on its use

July 2008
Fri 4 CLOSED - Independence Day
Wed 9 S.T.E.P. Classes Begin, Ends August 13 - 6:00 - 8:00 PM
Thurs 10 Anger Management, Session Ten Begins. 7:00 PM

Classes End on August 7
Thurs 31 Summer Camp Parents’ Night, 6:30 PM

Town Board Meeting, 7:30 PM

An Important Message
from

Assessor John Z. Toscas

One of the essential services provided by my office is to assist
Worth Township homeowners with filing Assessment
Appeals. If you feel you have been unfairly taxed, stop by my
office and my courteous staff will assist you in filing a Real
Estate Assessed Valuation Complaint with the Cook County
Board of Review. I would like to encourage you to consider
taking advantage of this appeal process. The Cook County
Board of Review is accepting appeals from Worth Township
starting March 17, 2008.  The Worth Township Assessor’s
Office will accept appeals through Monday, April 28, 2008.

I look forward to assisting you with your assessment appeal
or any other matter.  If you have any questions, please call
our office at (708) 371-2900.



A Look at Worth Township Services
Providing Quality Service to Our Community Since 1850

Assessor’s Office 708/371-2900
assessorworth@worthtownship.com

Process building permits and sales
File appeals to Cook County Assessor
File complaints to Cook County
Board of Review
Maintain Sidwell maps
Assist with Senior Citizen and
Howeowners’ Exemptions and Senior Freeze Exemptions
Assist with Circuit Breaker Applications
Site of Board of Review Seminars
Assist with Tax Deferral Applications (January and February)
Triennial Reassessments (every three years)

Clerk’s Office

Cook Co. vehicle stickers (unincorp. Worth Twp.)
Temporary handicapped parking cards
Voter registration
Notary Public services
Passport applications

708/371-2900, ext. 27
clerkoffice@worthtownship.com

Clinic

The Clinic offers ser vices to Worth Township residents by
appointment(*).   A nominal fee is  required for some services.  A current
utility bill to prove residency and immunization records must be
presented upon coming to the Clinic.

Preventative medical, dental, and podiatry exams*
School, sport and work physicals*
Dental screening, cleaning and sealants*
Immunizations
Hepatitis B Series (Pre-School - High School)
Blood pressure checks
Flu shots (beginning in Oct.)
Fasting Blood Sugar and Fasting Total Cholesterol*

Please note that a parent must accompany all  children under 18.
The Clinic does not treat illnesses or take X-rays.

708/371-3393
clinic@worthtownship.com

Mini-Bus Service 708/371-2900, ext. 13
minibus@worthtownship.com

The Mini-Bus transports registered senior citizens and handicapped
persons to medical appointments and to grocery stores.

Mini-Bus Service Schedule
Available 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the following areas:

Day Your Home Town
Monday Evergreen Park and Hometown
Tuesday Oak Lawn and Worth (medical only)
Wednesday Oak Lawn (medical and shopping)
Thursday Bridgeview, Chicago Ridge, Worth, Palos

Heights, Crestwood and Alsip (south of canal)
Friday Robbins, Merrionette Park, Garden

Homes, Blue Island and Alsip (north of canal)

All riders may go to Westfield/Chicago Ridge Mall on Mondays.  Please
call by Noon on Friday if you wish to ride.  Completion of an application
is required (please call for one).

Please call by Noon the day before your area’s serviced
There is no charge for the Mini-Bus service
Township bondaries are 135th St. (South), 87th St. (North),
Harlem (West), and Western Ave. (East)

“Bud” Gavin

Highway District 708/389-6644

Responsible for unincorporated areas of the
Township, which includes Garden Homes,
Palos Gardens, Navajo Gardens, Bluecrest,
Austin View, Kedzie Commons and
unincorporated Palos Heights
Scheduled branch pick-up
Maintenance of storm sewers, culverts,
ditches and curbs
Preventative maintenance of roads
Snow and ice removal
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News from the Highway Commissioner
Steve Loulousis

worthhighway@sbcglobal.net

The Highway District is responsible for the
unincorporated areas of the township
including Garden Homes, Palos Gardens,
Navajo Gardens, Bluecrest, Austin View and
Kedzie Commons.  Our office is responsible
for scheduled branch pick-up, maintenance of
storm sewers, culverts, ditches and curbs, as

well as maintenance of roads including snow and ice removal.

I would like to thank the residents for your cooperation during
one of the worst winter snow seasons in the last 20 years. Our
attention now shifts to repairing the numerous pot holes created
by the freeze/thaw cycle.

As always, the office of the commissioner maintains an open-
door policy so please feel free to come in to 11555 S. Mayfield
or call at (708) 389-6644 for any assistance that you may need.
We monitor calls seven days a week in case of any emergency.
I look forward to assisting you with any concerns you may have.

Steve Loulousis
Highway Commissioner



Senior Services 708/371-2900, ext. 28

Free vision test *
RTA reduced fare passes
Rules of the Road Classes **
55 Alive Class **
Open Pinochle Games
Open Bridge Games
Oil Painting Classes ***
Knitting Classes ***
Ceramics Classes ***
Exercise Classes ***
Quilting Classes ***
Crocheting Classes**

* appointment required     ** registration required    ***registration and fee required

Youth Commission 708/371-2900, ext. 45
youthcommission@worthtownship.com

The Youth Commission strives to develop youths
as wholesome, productive, and healthy persons
who are responsible members of our community.

STEP Parenting Program
Summer  Camp (age 3-15)
Santa’s Room
Apple Tree Program (year-long school supply
collection and distribution to those in need)
Girls  Volleyball League (4th-8th grades)
Pixie School (ages 3-5; must be toliet trained)
Christmas New Toy and New and Gently Used Coat Drive
Lenon Wisdom Memorial Spelling Bee (5th-8th grades)

Youth Service Bureau 708/388-2101
youthservicebureau@worthtownship.com

The Youth Service Bureau is proud to present its most experienced
staff of therapists.  Together, they represent almost 150 years of
experience working with children in school, court, social work, hospitals
and therapeutic settings.  They are one of the most experienced and
well-credentialed staff as any Youth Service could hope for in the field
of individual and family therapeutic work.

Individual and Family Counseling
Psychological Evaluation
Station Adjustment
Peer Jury Program
Mediation Services
Anger Management Workshops

The fee charged for these counseling services is based on a sliding
scale from $1 to $10 per session, based upon ability to pay.

Contacting
Worth Township

By Phone
General Information ............................................ 708/371-2900
Assessor’s Office ................................................. 708/371-2900
Clerk’s Office .......................................... 708/371-2900, ext. 27
Clinic .................................................................. 708/371-3393
General Assistance .............................................. 708/371-2900
Highway District ................................................. 708/389-6644
Mini-Bus Service .................................... 708/371-2900, ext. 13
Speaker’s Bureau ................................... 708/371-2900, ext. 15
Senior Services ...................................... 708/371-2900, ext. 28
Supervisor’s Office .............................................. 708/371-2900
Youth Commission ................................... 708/371-2900, ext. 45
Youth Service Bureau .......................................... 708/388-2101

In Person
Worth Township Hall  11601 South Pulaski, Alsip, IL

Assessor’s Office ......................... Mon. - Fri., 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Clerk’s Office .............................. Mon. - Fri., 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Clinic ............................... Tues., Thu., Fri., 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Mon. 9:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.; Wed. 9:00 a.m. - 6:30 p.m.
General Assistance ................ Mon. - Fri., 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Senior Services ...................... Mon. - Fri., 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Supervisor’s Office ................. Mon. - Fri., 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Youth Commission .................. Mon. - Fri., 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Youth Service Bureau ................................ By appointment only

Worth Township Highway District  11555 S. Mayfield, Alsip, IL
Highway District .......................... Mon. - Fri., 7:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

General Assistance 708/371-2900
generalassistance@worthtownship.com

General Assistance has been established to assist Township residents and
their families with no income and who are in financial crisis with basic living
expenses.

Assist residents and families who are
in financial crisis
Refers residents to social service agencies
Emergency Food Pantry
Access to Care sign-up site

Board Meeting
and the General
Meeting with a

program and some refreshments are
held on the first Friday of every month.
All are welcome.  The Board Meeting
starts at 10 a.m. and the General
Meeting and the Program begins at
12:30 p.m.
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Worth Township
Senior Citizen Organization

All Are
Welcome!

Mini-Bus
Township Mini-Bus provides exceptional door to door
service for our Seniors (55+) and our handicapped
residents. In order to access this wonderful service, you
need to contact the township and register with us.  The
Mini-Bus is a FREE service we offer to our residents to
enable them to go to doctors appointments, grocery
shopping and anyone who is registered with us can go to
Westfield/ Chicago Ridge Mall on Mondays.

NEWS & NOTES
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL

The 2007-2008 Girls Volleyball season for
grades 4th thru 8th has come to an end. There
were 54 teams in all with approximately 700

participants.  Congratulations to all our teams. Please visit our
WEB site www.worthtownship.com for a complete list of the
final standings.



WORTH TOWNSHIP

ProgramsAt-A-Glance

Assessor’s Office
Building Permits and Sales
File Complaints
Maintain Sidwell Maps
Senior and Homestead
Exemptions
Circuit Breaker Program

Clerk’s Office
Voter Registration
County Vehicle Stickers
Passport Service
Handicap Parking Permits
Notary Public Service

Clinic
Physicals
Dental Services
Immunizations
Blood Pressure Checks
Podiatry
Flu Shots
Fasting Blood Sugar
Fasting Total Cholesterol

General Assistance
Food Pantry
Access to Care
Food Drive

Highway District
Street Maintenance
Street Signs
Branch Pick-Up
Snow plowing
Weed control

Mini-Bus Service

Senior Services
Vision Testing
Hearing Screening
Rules of the Road Classes
55 Alive Classes
RTA Passes
Exercise Classes
Card Games
Craft Classes
Mini Library

Supervisor’s Office
Speaker’s Bureau

Youth Services
Youth Counseling Services
Peer Jury Program
STEP Parenting Program
Apple Tree Program
Summer Camp
Santa’s Room
Pixie School
Girl’s Volleyball League
Toy Drive
Spelling Bee
Mediation Service
Anger Management
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WORTH TOWNSHIP YOUTH COMMISSION 2008
SUMMER CAMP

Summer Camp is a six-week program that includes arts &
crafts, field trips, recreational sports and weekly swimming
days (Day and Tween Camp only). This is an organized pro-
gram with many fun and exciting activities planned both in-
doors and outdoors throughout the six weeks. This program
gives children the opportunity to meet other children the same
age who may not go to the same school.

EARLY REGISTRATION  APRIL 1, 2008 -  MAY 30, 2008
LATE REGISTRATION JUNE 2, 2008 - JUNE 13, 2008

(ADDITIONAL $25.00 PER FAMILY)
NO REGISTRATION ACCEPTED AFTER JUNE 13, 2008

Ages 3 - 5 Kidde Kamp (T&TH) June 24 - July 31, 2008

Tuesdays & Thursday 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
(unless otherwise posted)

$140.00 Township Resident - $165.00 Non-
Township Resident

Ages 6 -10  Day Camp (M-W-F) June 23 - August 1, 2008

Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
(unless otherwise posted)

$150.00 Township Resident - $175.00 Non-Resident
(No camp Friday 4th)

Ages 11-15 Tween Camp (T&TH June 24 - July 31, 2008

Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
(unless otherwise posted)

$150.00 Township Resident - $175.00 Non-Resident

To help with rising costs of transportation, there is an
additional $5.00 charge per field trip per child.

The money should be sent the day of the field trip.

Worth Township Youth Commission
11601 South Pulaski

Alsip, IL 60803
(708) 371 - 2900

Camp Booklet - Registration Form - Dropoff/Pickup Procedure

On Web Site
www.worthtownship.com

email: youthcommission@worthtownship.com

29th Annual
Lenon Wisdom

Memorial Spelling Bee

The Worth Township
Youth Commission’s

29th Annual
Lenon Wisdom Memorial

 Spelling Bee
will take place April 18, 2008 in the
Worth Township Gym @ 6:30 PM

This event is open to all
public, parochial, and private schools
within Worth Township for students

from
 5th & 6th grades (Junior Division)

and
7th & 8th grades (Senior Division).
Students must be sponsored by their
school to compete in the township-

wide spelling bee.

Hope to see you there!

Please Call

(708) 371-2900 x45

for more infmation
We are proud to announce that the

Law Offices of John Z. Toscas
have generously donated

EE Savings Bonds
for the winners in each Division.

1st Place - $200.00
2nd - $100.00

3rd Place - $75.00



WORTH TOWNSHIP

John F. Murphy
Supervisor
Jack and his wife Maureen have
lived in Evergreen Park for over 37
years and have four sons.  Jack is a
member of the United
Homeowners and Past President
of the Evergreen Park Boys Club.
He also served 10 years as a
Trustee on the Evergreen Park

Village Board before being elected Township Supervisor.  As
Supervisor, Jack is pleased to lead Township elected officials
in meeting the challenge of lowering costs while expanding
needed programs.
E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:  supervisor@worthtownship.com

Thomas Gavin
Clerk
“Bud” has served as Township
Trutee for 8 years and Clerk  for 19
years. He has a record of cutting
costs while expanding services,
such as the popular “Passport
Service”.  “Bud”, a graduate of St.
Rita H.S. and DePaul Univ., is a
Navy Veteran.  A Worth Township

resident for over 40 years, he has a long history of civic
involvement.  He and his wife raised their six children here
and are now enjoying their grandchildren.

E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:  clerkoffice@worthtownship.com

John Z. Toscas
Assessor
John and his wife Ann have
three children. John is a
Certified IL Assessing Officer
and has served as Township
Trustee, SD130 President
and is very active in
community service and civic
affairs. He is a member of

the IL. Criminal Justice Authority, IL State Crime
Commission and a former State Prosecutor.John
is committed to helping  residents of Worth
Township with property assessments, exemptions,
Senior Freeze and Circuit Breaker applications.
E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:  assessorworth@worthtownship.com

Steve Loulousis
Highway Commissioner
Steve  and his wife Lynn, the parents
of four sons and grandparent of one
grandson, have lived in Oak Lawn for
over 35 years. Steve has served the
Oak Lawn Park District, the
Children’s Museum, Westside
Baseball, Scouting, PTA, and St.
Nicholas Church, to name just some

of his involvement with the community. Steve has been a
businessman in the produce industry for over thirty years. He
brings his wide range of abilities to the office of Highway
Commissioner.
E-mail :E-mail :E-mail :E-mail :E-mail :

David J. Walsh
Collector
David Walsh, a local businessman
and a gradute of Mt. Carmel H. S.,
his wife Joanne and family have
resided in Hometown since 1960.
Dave has ser ved the City of
Hometown for 40 years as a
member of the Zoning Board,
Alderman and as Park and

Recreation Commission member, serving as President for
six terms. He feels privileged to be able to bring his years of
expererience to serve the residents of the Township as
Collector.
E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:  information@worthtownship.com

John “Jack” Lind
Trustee
Jack and his wife Rene are
residents of Chicago Ridge.  He is
liaison to the Youth Commission
and Youth Service Bureau. Jack is
the Director of Public Works for
Chicago Ridge.  He is a former
Commissioner of the Chicago
Ridge Park District. The

renovations of parks and ball fields, creation of the after
school program and Frontier Field House are among his
most prized contributions to the community.

E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:  trusteelind@worthtownship.com

Michael  Mahoney
Trustee
Michael, his wife Erin, and their
three children reside in Oak
Lawn.  Michael, who is a graduate
of Marist H.S. and Eastern IL U.,
serves as the Trustee  Liaison to
the Senior and Health Services
Committees.  He  is proud  of the
many enhanced and new

services the Board has brought to the residents. Michael is
a member of St. Linus Parish, the Human Resources BD of
Oak Lawn, Electric Assoc. of Chicago, NFPA  and Father Perez
Knights of Columbus.
E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:  trusteemahoney@worthtownship.com

Meet Those Who Serve You
A Look at Your Worth Township Elected Officials
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CARRIER ROUTE PRE-SORT
Residential Postal Customer

Roger Benson
Trustee
Roger, his wife Jan, and two
children are residents of Oak
Lawn. Roger,  Chairman the
Building and Grounds
Committee. is proud of the
renovation and expansion of the
Worth Township Town Hall. An Oak
Lawn businessman, he  is  a

member of the Raiders Social Athletic Club and  the Elks
Lodge #2254.
E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:E-mail:  trusteebenson@worthtownship.com

Mike Stillman
Trustee
Michael, his wife, Denise and their
two children, reside in Oak Lawn.  He
is a graduate of Brother Rice High
School, Bradley University and De
Paul University College of Law and
is the managing partner of an 88
member Chicago Law Firm. Mike
has served as School Dist. 218

Board President. He is currently a member of Little Company of
Mary Hospital Foundation Board of Directors, Bradley
University Alumni Organization and an active member of St.
Catherine of Alexandria.

    E-mail    E-mail    E-mail    E-mail    E-mail: trusteestillman@worthtownship.com

worthhighway@sbcglobal.net


